


   Introduction 
     Among the most significant commissions an architect can receive is 

the design of a religious building which when realized becomes a 
symbol for and expression of a city, community, faith or idea.  

 Cyprus is enriched with outstanding examples of ecclesiastical 
architecture of the Byzantine period, adapted to urban and rural 
environments and villages. Many are of the opinion that this 
period is underrepresented and not sufficiently studied as part of 
the cultural heritage of Cyprus.  

 The lecture will present significant historical and contemporary 
examples of ecclesiastical architecture primarily in Cyprus, the 
purpose being to pose questions and present a challenge to all as 
to how we as architects can conceive of and as citizen laymen 
support a contemporary architecture which through past 
precedents and their teachings, respects and reflects the historic 
Byzantine architecture of Cyprus. 



   Challenge 
• What have we learned from The Byzantine Architectural Heritage of Cyprus.  
• What should the role of modern technology or its impact be on the design of churches today.  
• How can the expression of spirituality vs.traditional religious form and function inform an 

architectural idea or concept.  
• What impact or role should the design of a church have today in the planning or transformation of a 

neighborhood  a community or city. 
• Symbiotic relationships between the secular and the religious need to be considered. 
• Can or should an architect restrain his or her ego in designing for the needs of a faith. 

•   Τι έχουμε μάθει από τη Βυζαντινή αρχιτεκτονική κληρονομιά της Κύπρου. 
•   Ποιος πρέπει να είναι ο ρόλος της σύγχρονης τεχνολογίας και η επίδραση της πάνω στον     σχεδιασμό 
εκκλησιών σήμερα. 
•   Πως μια αρχιτεκτονική ιδέα θα μπορούσε να εμπλουτιστεί με την εισαγωγή της έκφρασης 
πνευματικότητα και όχι μόνο από τις παραδοσιακές μορφολογικές και λειτουργικές ανάγκες του 
εκκλησιαστικού χώρου. 
•   Τι επίδραση ή ρόλο θα έπρεπε να έχει η ναοδομία στoν πολεοδομικό σχεδιασμό ή την μεταμόρφωση 
μιας γειτονιάς, κοινότητας ή και πόλης. 
•   Είναι επιτακτική η ανάγκη για μια συμβιοτική σχέση μεταξύ της κοσμικότητας και της θρησκείας γενικά. 
•   Μπορεί ή πρέπει ένας/μία αρχιτέκτονας να συγκρατήσει τον εγωισμό του/της κατά την διαδικασία 
σχεδιασμού για τις ανάγκες μιας πίστης. 

   Πρόκληση 



Places of Worship as a Reflection of: 
 
An Idea or Faith 
Technology  
Symbolism 
Topio / Site 
Ego 
 
 



The Acropolis, Athens 



Hagia Sophia, Istanbul 



Hagia Sophia, Istanbul 



Notre Dame, Paris 



Notre Dame, Paris 



St. Peters, Rome 



St. Peters, Rome 



Sagrada Familia, Barcelona 



Sagrada Familia, Barcelona 



Sagrada Familia, Barcelona 



Unity Temple, Oak Park, IL 



Unity Temple, Oak Park, IL 



Unity Temple, Oak Park, IL 



Beth Sholom Synagogue, Elkins Park, PA 



Beth Sholom Synagogue, Elkins Park, PA 



Byzantine Churches of Cyprus 
 
Symbiosis 
Objects in the Landscape 
Implants Rural, Urban 
Transformation of the Environment 
 



Ap. Varnavas and Ay. Ilarionas, Peristerona 



Ayia Paraskevi, Kato Paphos 



Ay. Eleftherios, Metochi Machera, Nicosia 



Ay. Eleftherios, Metochi Machera, Nicosia 



Ayios Georgios, Kyrenia 



Ayios Georgios, Kyrenia 



Ayios Georgios, Kyrenia 



Ayios Ilarion 



Ayios Ilarion 



Ayios Ioannis Chrysostomos, Koutsoventis 



Panayia Angeloktisti, Kiti 



Ayios Iacovos, Trikomo 



Ayios Demetrianos, Dhali 



Ayia Zoni, Famagusta 



Panayia Kyra, Komi Kepir 



Panayia tou Araka, Lagoudera 



Panayia Angeloktisti, Kiti 



Ap. Varnavas and Ay. Ilarionas, Peristerona 



Ayios Savvas, Nicosia 



Arch. Michael, Trypiotis, Nicosia 



Panayia Katholiki, Kouklia 



Ay. Ekaterini, Kritou Terra 



Ayios Georgios, Genarga 



Ayios Georgios, Genarga 



Ayioi Saranta, Paralimni 



Ayioi Saranta, Paralimni 



Ayioi Saranta, Paralimni 



Panayia tou Machera, Macheras 



Era of Risk 1960-1974 
 
 



Modern Architecture in Cyprus between the 1930s and 1970s, 
Stefanos Feraios & Petros Phokaides 



Ay. Demetrios, Nicosia  
Iacovos Philippou 



Ap. Varnavas & Ayios Makarios, Nicosia 
Neoptolemos Michaelides 



Ap. Varnavas & Ayios Makarios, Nicosia 
Neoptolemos Michaelides 



Ay. Trias, Famagusta 
J&A  Philippou 



Ay. Trias, Famagusta 
J&A  Philippou 



Ay. Trias, Famagusta 
J&A  Philippou 



Ay. Trias, Famagusta 
J&A  Philippou 



Ay. Trias, Famagusta 
J&A  Philippou 



Ayios Stylianos, Prasteio,Morphou 
Zembylas & Kythreotis 



Annunciation Church, Wauwatosa,WI 
Frank Lloyd Wright 



Annunciation Church, Wauwatosa,WI 
Frank Lloyd Wright 



Annunciation Church, Wauwatosa,WI 
Frank Lloyd Wright 



Into the 21st Century 
 
 



Ap. Peter and St. Helen the Martyr, Paphos 
Michalis Georgiou 



Ap. Peter and St. Helen the Martyr, Paphos 
Michalis Georgiou 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Theo David Architects 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Theo David Architects 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Theo David Architects 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Theo David Architects 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Theo David Architects 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Theo David Architects 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Theo David Architects 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Santiago Calatrava 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Santiago Calatrava 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Santiago Calatrava 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Pratt Institute 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Pratt Institute 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Pratt Institute 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Pratt Institute 



St. Nicholas, New York, NY 
Pratt Institute 



Archbishop Chrysostomos A’ with 
Pratt Institute students 



House for Priest and Imam 
University of Cyprus 



House for Priest and Imam 
University of Cyprus 



House for Priest and Imam 
University of Cyprus 



Ioanna Petrou Church Project  
University of Cyprus 



Ioanna Petrou Church Project  
University of Cyprus 



Ioanna Petrou Church Project  
University of Cyprus 



Ioanna Petrou Church Project  
University of Cyprus 



Ioanna Petrou Church Project  
University of Cyprus 



Ioanna Petrou Church Project  
University of Cyprus 



 A Challenge and a Hope 
                            Cyprus and its people have been historically inventive and receptive 

of new ideas in many fields including architecture. These ideas often 
characterized as modern and considered radical for their times, 
have been accepted by Cypriots enabling them to be realized 
through the construction of diverse building types for living, 
working, learning and worship.  

 As we erect new places of worship, I appeal to all who have the 
authority and resources to realize new churches, to open wider the 
doors through which Cypriot architects, especially the new 
generation, can explore ideas leading to a contemporary 
ecclesiastical architecture. An architecture which derives its strength 
from the essence of the teachings of history, is as daring in its 
symbolism and powerful in its unembellished geometric complexity 
as the ancient, beautiful Byzantine churches of Cyprus. 



Antiphonitis, Kalogrea 
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